
 

 

FILM AND PUBLICATION BOARD 

 

FILMS AND PUBLICATIONS ACT, 1996 (ACT NO. 65 OF 1996), AS 

AMENDED 

 

CALL FOR COMMENTS AND INPUTS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

REGULATORY INSTRUMENTS ALIGNED TO THE EXPANDED MANDATE 

OF THE FILM AND PUBLICATION BOARD 

 

The role of the Film and Publication Board (FPB) has previously been regulating 

the distribution of content, which was easily identifiable. Films were either 

distributed via VHS, disc (DVD and Blu-ray) and in cinema format, and games 

were likewise distributed in disc format whereas publications were in pre-

packaged magazines and books. With developments in technology, content 

has moved to online streaming or digital platforms. Consumers, and particularly 

children, now can access content which may not have been appropriately 

classified and labelled through such online streaming and digital platforms. 

The purpose of the amendments in the Films and Publications Amendment Act, 

2019 (Act No. 11 of 2019) (FPA Act) therefore was to close the regulatory gap 

that currently exists in the expanded market. Consumers, and children in 

particular, run a risk of exposure to harmful content which is distributed on 

online streaming and digital platforms. It is important to note that what is 

deemed to be harmful content may differ from one jurisdiction to the next. 

Harmful content is a value laden concept and it is important for it to reflect the 

societal values and norms of that country. The amendments therefore extend 

the current rating system and content regulatory regime to digital and online 

content providing services. This enhances the protection of children and limit 

consumer concerns and confusion. 

In order to ensure that the FPB is in a position to execute its expanded 

legislative mandate aligned to the FP Act, there is a need to consider the 

regulatory tools and instruments which would need to be developed by the FPB. 

In an attempt to achieve such objectives, the FPB shall host a process akin to 

a consultative hearing with industry stakeholders, policy-makers, researchers, 

academics, and social commentators to discuss issues which the FPB should 

consider to formulate the necessary regulatory tools. 
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The consultative hearing should still be formally constituted by inviting 

attendees to participate on specific terms.  It is hoped that such an engagement 

will contribute to developing a more comprehensive understanding of the 

manner in which the regulatory tools should be developed, and provide 

structured guidelines on how to respond to complaints which the institution shall 

be receiving aligned to its expanded mandate. 

The FPB envisions the output of the consultative hearing process to consolidate 

all of the work undertaken by the FPB in bringing into operation the FPA Act, 

and provide a clear position of the institution’s approach to executing its 

expanded legislate mandate. 

It is envisioned that the consultative hearing will solicit submissions from 

industry stakeholders, policy-makers, community stakeholder organisations, 

non-governmental organisations and other entities and organisations who may 

share their comments and inputs which the FPB would need to consider when 

developing any regulatory instruments relating to the expanded mandate of the 

FPB, such as: 

a) The process of the application, licensing, renewal and accreditation of 

distributors;  

b) The process for the lodging and handling of complaints lodged by 

members of the public relating to the expanded mandate of the FPB, such 

as the prohibition against the distribution of: 

(i) prohibited content; 

(ii) private sexual photographs and films; 

(iii) films or photographs depicting sexual violence and violence against 

children; 

(iv) propaganda for war, incitement of imminent violence and advocacy 

of hate speech; 

c) The process for the approval of accredited foreign or international 

classification systems; 

d) The process and procedure for dealing with matters which shall be 

ventilated before the Enforcement Committee, a quasi-judicial body 

created by the FP Act; 

e) The development of guidelines on video-sharing;  

f) The development of a tariff regime to align with the expanded mandate of 

the FPB; and 

g) Any other issue which the stakeholders want to share with the FPB. 
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In anticipation of the consultative hearings, any interested persons who wish to 

provide their comments and inputs may submit their written representations by 

no later than Friday, 15 July 2022.  

All comments should be marked for the attention of Mr Pandelis Gregoriou, at 

the following contact details: 

 

By hand:  The Film and Publication Board 

  Eco Glade 2 

  420 Witch Hazel Avenue 

  Centurion 

1609 

 

By mail: The Film and Publication Board 

  Private Bag X31 

  Highveld Park 

  0169 

 

By email: clientsupport@fpb.org.za 

 

Kindly write Comments and inputs which the FPB 

would need to consider when developing any 

regulatory instruments relating to the expanded 

mandate of the FPB in the subject field of your email. 

 

Enquiries: 012 003 1400 
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